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EO 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN OECD SZ 

SUB J : MEETING OF XCSS OCT 21-22: NORTH-SOUTH ISSUES: SWISS 
CANDIDACY FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE MINISTERIAL 

REF: OECD PARIS 27500 

1. SWISS HAVE GONE OUT OF THEIR WAY TO TELL US HOW 

PLEASED THEY ARE WITH THE RESULTS OF THE OCT 21-22 XCSS MEETING. 
AMBASSADOR JOLLES, DIRECTOR. DIVISON OF COMMERCE, TOOK THE CHARGE 
ASIDE TO TELL HIM HOW MUCH HE APPRECIATED THE OPPROTUNITY FOR PRIVATE 
DISCUSSION WITH UNDERSECRETARY ROBINSON AND THE EXTENT TO WHICH 
THEY AGREED ON HOW THE WORK WAS TO PROCEED. LOWER-LEVEL OFFICIALS 
HAVE SAIDTHEY WERE PARTICULARLY STRUCK BY THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 
OECD SECRET ARIAT'S PREPARATIONS FOR THE MEETING AND THE SMOOTH 
COOPERATION OF FRANCE AND THE U.S. THE SWISS ARE SATISFIED THE 
SUBSTANTITVE ISSUES ARE BEING ADDRESSED IN SUCH A WAY AS TO GENERATE 
THE MAXIMUM LEVEL OF AGREEMENT ON OBJECTIVES AND TACTICS FOR THE 
DIALOGUE. 

2. THE SWISS ARE CONCERNED ABOUT THE RISKS INVOLVED IN THE 
DIALOGUE. THEY ARE FEARFUL THAT IF IT BROKE DOWN THE SITUATION 
WOULD BE MUCH WORSE THAN BEFORE, AFTER PREPCON I, AND THAT 
THE COST OF ACHIEVING THE OBJECTIVES OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES WILL BE HIGH. IN SPITE OF THESE CONCERSN, AT LEAST ONE 
HIGH SWISS OFFICIAL HAS STATED PUBLICLY THAT UNLESS THE NORTH-SOUTH 
PROBLEM IS SATISFACTORLY RESOLVED, IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO SOLVE 
THE ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF THE INDUSTRIALIZED WESTERN WORLD, THAT THE 
DIALOGUE OFFERS THE ONLY PRESENT HOPE, AND THAT SWITZERLAND 

IS FULLY COMMITTED TO ITS SUCCESS. 

3. ALTHOUGH MUCH ENCOURAGED BY THE UNDER SECRETARY'S EMPHASIS 
ON THE NEED FOR CAREFUL COORDINATION OF POSITIONS WITH THOSE 
COUNTRIES NOT PARTICIPATING DIRECTLY IN THE MINISTERIAL, THE SWISS 
CONTINUE TO PRESS THEIR CANDIDACY FOR DIRECT PARTICIPATION VERY 
STRONGLY. THEY CONSIDER AUSTRIA THEIR STRONGEST COMPETITOR, BUT 
AT LEAST AT THE WORKING LEVEL ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY AUSTRIA-SWISS 
DISCUSSIONS ON THIS ISSUE. 

KEMPE 
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